Don’t hide your light! Let it shine for all; let your good deeds glow for
all to see, so that they will praise your heavenly Father. — Matthew 5:16

St Mary and St Thomas CE Primary School Newsletter

w/b: Monday 1st March 2024

Y2 FAMILY WORSHIP
Thanks to all families who joined us for family worship on Thursday morning. The children did an amazing job and we
hope you enjoyed it.

CURLING COMPETITION
Well done to Luke, Joshua, Keagan and Kai from Y5 who took part in a Curling competition held at Broadway
Badminton centre. They came an amazing 4t in the whole competition, well done and we are very proud!

NURSERY STAY & PLAY
Thanks to all Nursery parents and carers who joined us for stay and play sessions this Friday. It was lovely to see you
all there and we hope you found it useful to spend time in the learning environment with your child.

POTTY TRAINING SESSION
Thanks to all parents and carers who attending the potty training session on Wednesday led by our school nurse. We
hope you found it useful.

WORLD BOOK DAY FRIDAY 8™ MARCH

We are celebrating World Book Day Friday 8" March and doing things a bit differently this year and are aware of the
rising costs of living. We are asking for children to come to school in their pyjamas and bring their favourite book in if
they like. Children are also welcome to dress up as their favourite character from a book if they wish. We will be doing
book related activities all day!

ATTENDANCE UPDATE FROM MRS SCHONEWILLE

| have had a fantastic few weeks settling into my role as Attendance Officer and getting to know parents and children.
I’'m still learning names so bear with me!

| have come across some interesting statistics this week regarding the importance of Punctuality!

Minutes Late Missed Learning
5 minutes late 3.4 School Days
10 minutes late 1.4 School Weeks
15 minutes late 2.8 School Weeks
20 minutes late 2.8 School Weeks
30 minutes late 4 School Weeks

As you can see consistent lateness can impact a student's academic progress and disrupt classroom dynamics.

We have decided as well as our termly ‘Awesome Attendance Award’, we will be issuing a ‘Perfect Punctuality Award’!
All you have to do to be in with a chance of winning...is be on time!

Let's work together to reinforce the importance of punctuality and ensure every student has the best opportunity for
success

Y4 TRIP: BENIN WORKSHOP NEW DATE
We have been able to move the cancelled Y4 Benin Workshop at The International Slavery Museum / World Museum
in Liverpool to Friday 26" April. Please keep this date on your diary.

PE UNIFORM
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Please remember that the correct PE kit to wear is a PLAIN white t-shirt, black shorts/black leggings/black jogging
bottoms, pumps or trainers. If you child does not have the correct PE kit they will need to come into school in their
school uniform and get changed into their PE kit at school, and they can get changed back into school uniform after
their PE lesson. This rule also applies for After School sports.

UNIFORM WEBSITE

Please remember all uniform can be bought online from Price and Buckland:
www.pbuniform-online.co.uk/stmaryandstthomas

You can also order and have it delivered direct to school for FREE!

ANNUAL PLANNER
Please take some time to read our 2023/2024 monthly planner on this newsletter and make a note of the important

dates over the next few months.
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Our Christian value focus this
FAM”—Y OF half term is...

FAITH
Hope

A reflection from...Miss Bowen Our school bible verse of the

weekK is...
| feel hope and the season of Spring are 2 Corinthians 4:18
closely intertwined. The first buds of flowers
and the slightly longer nights bring us hope for
Spring to finally come. Today is the first day of “So we fix our eyes not on
March, and what many believe to be the first what is seen, but on what is
day or Spring! Our Bible verse this week unseen, since what is seen is

teaches us about hope for things that even
though we cannot see, we know are yet to g »y
come and encourages us to focus on this hope unseen is eternal.
for the future. Although the weather may not
reflect this, we know the longer warmer days
lie ahead of us and will eventually arrive so we
have much reason to be hopeful.

temporary, but what is

St Thomas Church
Peter Street, St Helens, WA10 2EB
01744 732463 / stthomaseccleston@gmail.com

Sunday Services
Parish Mass: 9.30am — 10.30am
Evening prayer: 6.30pm

“Seeking to love God and neighbour in the
community of which we are part.”
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ﬁ BEHAVIOUR MATTERS!
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Mrs Lewis' Golden Book

Each week, staff write
the names of children who
have gone above and
beyond in Mrs Lewis'’
Golden Book. It is so
exciting when the names
and reasons are read out
in our celebration
assembly!

It may be that a child has
been ready to learn every
moment of every day.
Maybe they have been
incredibly respectful to a
visitor or a friend. Or
maybe they have been
resilient in a way that has
wowed the staff!

Headteachers

N - Michelle for careing and helping her friends
R -
Y1 - Lalin for lovely sentence writing
Y2 - The whole of Year 2 for a super class worship.
Ve =
Y4 - Eleftherios for being a super role model
Y5 - Mia for outstanding application of fractions

Y6 -

Ready, Respectful, Resilient

OUR SCHOOL RuLE¢

READY

"WE ARE ALWAYS
READY TO LISTEN
AND LEARN!"

RESPECTFUL

“WE SHOW RESPECT
S TO EVERYBODY IN
SCHOOL AND IN THE

coOmMUNITY!”

RESILIENT i

“"WE NEVER GIVE
UP AND TRY
OUR BEST IN

ALL WE DO!*

Award Winners

Lunchtime Award Winners

Class Dojos

Children can receive Dojo
points for being ready,
respectful and resilient

throughout the school day.

They receive 5 Dojos if
they read five times, which
they should do every single
week.

Each child has their own
Dojo character and
milestones are celebrated
with certificates and prizes
each time they meet one.

We celebrate milestones
such as 100, 200 and 300
dojos in assembly tool!

YR -

Y1 - Wynter

Y2 - Jason

Y3 -

Y4 - Phoebe

Y5 - Lucas M

Y6 -
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ALWASYS ON TIME
TONI

TONI SAYS,
"Our school starts at
8.45am; that's when the
doors open!

EVERY DAY

School and starts with good attendance!

100%

OUTSTANDING

Children should arrive at
school on time, so they
don't miss any learning!

Regularly missing lessons

can have a negative impact
on wellbeing and on your

. . NEEDS TO IMPROVE
academic achievement too.

DAYS
'ISME | 65 B‘ﬁﬁém&r

CONCERNS

T e o

Being on time is such an
important skill for life and
sets you up for a life of
success and positive
wellbeing!”

ATTENDANCE LADDER

SERIOUS CONCERNS
e e o

Remember - your education is important -

Whole school attendance this year to
date...
95.1%

Whole school attendance this week...
95.1%

Class attendance winners...
Y3 & Y5

 MATTERS.

ALL DAY, EVERY DAY

-

JQ

Vo)

SANDY SAYS,
"Children should be in school
EVERY DAY... unless you're
poorly. Every day counts!

Every minute in school is a
learning minute. The
research tells us that
children who are in school
every day achieve more, and
their wellbeing is better too!

Please let school know if
you'll be absent before
9.15am or we'll have to

contact you to check in.”

Class Attendance

YN - 82.4%
YR - 93.6%
Y1 -92.3%
Y2 - 96.0%
Y3 - 98.3%
Y4 - 97.4%
Y5 - 98.3%
Y6 - 96.3%
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Mental Health Support Team m

Mersey Care
w E L L B E I N G NHS Foundation Trust

Your MHST is running a series of webinars one Friday a month on a
number of topics relating to mental health and wellbeing.

TOPICS AND DATES
- Worry Management - 19 January WHEN
. Parenting for Anxiety - 23 Febraury 4pm to 4:45pm
« Low Mood - 22 March
« Neurodiversity - 26 April
« Parent Skills for Behaviour - 17 May ;\::fnRE
« LGBTQ+ - 21 June ~=— " (link will be emailed)
- Emotional Regulation - 19 July

To register please email which
webinar you want to attend to

events@merseycare.nhs.uk //"ﬁ’

Webinars will be recorded. /
No chat function will be available ; /
for safety purposes. /
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Advice for parents in School and Childcare settings during the winter.

At this time of year it is common for many respiratory and stomach bugs to circulate, also
other illnesses such scarlet fever and chickenpox, which usually peak in late winter and e
spring. Therefore it is important to re-emphasis basic infection prevention and control
principles to reduce the spread of illness and infections in school and in the wider
community.

The UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) recommend some simple key actions:
1.Follow Good Hygiene Habits:

Encouraging good hand-washing habits is one of the most effective ways to stop the spre
Regularly wash hands in soap and warm water for 20 seconds.

When should hands be washed?

e Whenever they are visibly dirty.

e Before eating.

e After using the toilet.

e After touching any potentially contaminated surfaces.
e After sneezing or blowing your nose.

e After handling pets.

e Before and after messy play.

Using a tissue to catch coughs and sneezes, binning it and then washing hands will help
prevent infection from spreading.

2. Stopping the Spread of Stomach Bugs

If you or your child have diarrhoea and vomiting, washing your hands with soap and warn
water and using bleach-based products to clean surfaces will help stop infections from
spreading.

Don’t prepare food for others if you have symptoms or for 48 hours after symptoms stop.

If your child has diarrhoea and/or vomiting, they should stay off school or nursery for at le
48 hours after their symptoms clear up — this will help stop the spread of stomach bugs.

3. When to keep your child at home

If your child has a fever and is unwell, they should stay home from school or nursery until
fever has passed and they are well enough to attend.

If your child has diarrhoea and/or vomiting, they should stay off school or nursery for 48
hours after their symptoms clear up — this will help stop the spread of stomach bugs.
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