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READING AT SMST 

We simply LOVE reading at SMST and we know how important it is to foster this love for reading in children. Friday is 

Book Club afternoon across school, where we explore our class libraries, read with children from other classes, review 

the books we’ve been reading, take recommendations from friends and teachers and generally immerse ourselves in 

the wonderful world of reading. Oh, and we also get an extra 10 minute playtime if we’ve read 5 times! Children who 

read 5 times are also put into a raffle, and at the end of the half term, they can win hot chocolate with Mrs Lewis – 

what fun! Please can families ensure that children are reading at least 5 times a week and their reading diaries are 

signed each time – not one comment that says 5 times, please! – so they can win their extra playtime and raffle ticket, 

but mostly because it is SO important for their learning in all areas. Thank you!  

 

CRIME FRAUD PREVENTTION 

WORK  

Today, 5 of our mini police were 

working in Church Square Shopping 

centre helping to raise awareness of 

the dangers of fraud online 

particularly around busy periods such 

as Black Friday. The mini police 

officers were targeting members of 

the public who may not be confident 

in spotting fraudulent activity online.  

 

 

 

 

MINI POLICE WALK 

Next week, the final group of Y5s will be heading over to Rivington Pike to complete their mini police walk. The other 

groups thoroughly enjoyed their days despite it being a challenge, and this is such a great way to highlight the 

importance of physical fitness. 

 

BIKEABILITY 

We have 16 places available for Y5 children to take part in the Bikeability project, week commencing 4th December. 

You will be receiving a letter regarding this with further information.  

 

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA 

This very special event is now available to book via 'Trips' on Arbor. The EYFS & KS1 breakfast in on Wednesday 6th 

December and KS2 is on Thursday 7th December 2023. The cost is £6 per child, children will receive breakfast, drink, 

selection box & a photo with Santa. This is always a wonderful event that commences the Christmas season with such 

joy!  

 

YN STAY AND PLAY 

The sessions for Nursery class Stay and Play are now detailed on your child’s Tapestry account. Please see the 

Nursery staff for more information as this is a lovely opportunity to spend time in the learning environment with your 

child.  

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

Please see below the amended diary dates for this academic year. A few dates have been changed and added, so 

make sure you have checked it if you’ve already added them to your diary!  

Don’t hide your light! Let it shine for all; let your good deeds glow for 

all to see, so that they will praise your heavenly Father. – Matthew 5:16 
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ALADDIN PANTOMIME 

This year’s pantomime is fast approaching! The cost is £10 per child, so if you wish for your child to attend please pay 

via 'Trips' on Arbor, EYFS/KS1 are attending on Thursday 14th December and KS2 on Friday 15th December 2023. 

Children will go to the Theatre in the morning and return at lunchtime. They will be provided with a Party Box meal on 

this day, free of charge and they will dance the afternoon away! 

 

Y4 PARENT INSIGHT 

Thank you to the families who joined us for the Y4 session on times tables this week. As ever with Mrs Murphy, we 

know it was super interactive and fun-filled! We really appreciate your attendance in support of your child’s education. 

 

YR STAY AND PLAY 

What lovely sessions we’ve had with our YR families this week! We want to thank you for joining us to stay and play 

with your children as these sessions.  

 

STORIES AT ST THOMAS’ CHURCH 

All families are invited to join us once a month at St Thomas’ Church for story time. Mrs Lewis will be there for each 

session and would love to see you there! The sessions will start at 11am. We really hope to see you there! 

 

CINEMA TRIP 

Y5/6 had a brilliant time at the cinema this week! The children thoroughly enjoyed the film and were very well 

behaved.  

 

PE  

The table below details the PE for children across the school. Information was sent out this week regarding the 

changes to PE sessions as they may now be required to be in PE kit for two days. Children should attend school 

wearing their PE kit on their allocated days, which must consist of a white t-shirt, black shorts our sports trousers and 

black trainers. Details and pictures of the appropriate kit can be found on our school website. Please be aware that 

children are not permitted to wear football kits or branded clothing. We have a limited amount of spare kit in school 

and children will be asked to change into this prior to their PE session where necessary. Please note, Y4 will still be 

attending swimming on Mondays and therefore should have appropriate swimming kit on this day. 

 

  

PE  

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

YN Y1 Y1 Y5 Y2  

YR  

YR 

Y4  

Y6 

 

Y3 Y5 Y2 

Y6 Y3 
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FAMILY OF 
FAITH 

Our Christian value focus this half 
term is… 

 

Joy 
 
 
Our school bible verse of the week 

is… 
 

Psalm 30:5 
 

“For his anger lasts only a 
moment, 

    but his favour lasts a 
lifetime; 

weeping may stay for the 
night, 

    but rejoicing comes in 
the morning.” 

St Thomas Church 
 Peter Street, St Helens, WA10 2EB 

01744 732463 / stthomaseccleston@gmail.com 
 

Sunday Services 
Parish Mass: 9.30am – 10.30am 

Evening prayer: 6.30pm 
 

“Seeking to love God and neighbour in the community 
of which we are part.” 

 
 

A reflection from… Mr Riley 
 

I find joy in art.  
 

It is such a beautiful pastime to me. A paintbrush in hand 
is a form of meditation for me and brings me close to this 

beautiful fruit of the spirit.  
 

With my wonderful family, I love to head to Morecambe 
Bay and sit on a bench to create artwork. It brings me joy 
in the moment – the peace, calm, tranquillity – then when 

I can take a look at the art again in the future, I 
remember that feeling, and the joy returns. 

 
I encourage you to find your paintbrush moments. What 

can you choose to do to bring you joy? Take time to 
make sure you do that so you may also rejoice in the 

mornings.  
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Class Dojos 

 

Children can receive Dojo 

points for being ready, 

respectful and resilient 

throughout the school 

day. They receive 5 

Dojos if they read five 

times, which they should 

do every single week. 

 

Each child has their own 

Dojo character and 

milestones are 

celebrated with 

certificates and prizes 

each time they meet one.  

 

We celebrate milestones 

such as 100, 200 and 300 

dojos in assembly too!  

 

Mrs Lewis’ Golden Book 

 

Each week, staff write the 

names of children who have 

gone above and beyond in 

Mrs Lewis’ Golden Book. It 

is so exciting when the 

names and reasons are 

read out in our celebration 

assembly! 

 

It may be that a child has 

been ready to learn every 

moment of every day. 

Maybe they have been 

incredibly respectful to a 

visitor or a friend. Or 

maybe they have been 

resilient in a way that has 

wowed the staff! 

Lunchtime Award Winners 

  

YR – Wynter 

   

Y1 – Theo 

  

Y2 – Anthony 

  

Y3 – Alexsis 

  

Y4 – Lucas 

  

Y5 – Scarlett 

  

Y6 -  Lucas 

Headteachers Award Winners 

 

YN – Michelle for always tidying up beautifully 

YR - Sienna for working so hard!  

Y1 – Beau for excellent skills on the ipad 

Y2 – Nicola for wonderful writing 

Y3 – Maddison for great maths work this week! In 

particular har column addition was amazing!  

Y4 –  Maggie for her super English work 

Y5 –  Sophia for her outstanding bigraphical writing! 

Y6 – Natalia for her determination 
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TONI SAYS, 

“Our school starts at 

8.45am; that’s when the 

doors open! 

 

Children should arrive at 

school on time, so they 

don’t miss any learning! 

Regularly missing lessons 

can have a negative impact 

on wellbeing and on your 

academic achievement too. 

 

Being on time is such an 

important skill for life and 

sets you up for a life of 

success and positive 

wellbeing!” 

SANDY SAYS, 

“Children should be in 

school EVERY DAY… unless 

you’re poorly. Every day 

counts!  

 

Every minute in school is a 

learning minute. The 

research tells us that 

children who are in school 

every day achieve more, 

and their wellbeing is 

better too! 

 

Please let school know if 

you’ll be absent before 

9.15am or we’ll have to 

contact you to check in.” 

Whole school attendance this year 

to date… 

95.6% 

Whole school attendance this week… 

94.9% 
  
  

Class attendance winners… 

Y6 
  

  

Class Attendance  

  
YN - 88.9% 

YR – 88.3% 

Y1 - 97.6% 

Y2 - 96.0% 

Y3 - 96.0% 

Y4 - 94.5% 

Y5 - 95.4% 

Y6 - 99.3% 


