
   

 

Believe in ourselves, each other and God; Achieve in all we do; Shine every day! 

Compassion, Joy, Thankfulness, Forgiveness, Hope, Perseverance 

Barton Close, WA10 2HS Tel 01744 734320 Email stmarythomas@three-saints.org.uk  

Web www.sm-st.co.uk 

  St Mary and St Thomas CE Primary School Newsletter 
 

w/b: Monday 18th September 
 

 

GOLDEN BOOK 

Well done to this week’s golden book winners who were celebrated again in our 

whole school assembly. This week we had children who gave 100% to their writing 

even when it was so difficult, and such beautiful kindness from children who helped 

others feeling sad at transition points. Well done, everybody!  

 

Y6 PARENT INSIGHT 

On Thursday morning, from 9am, Y6 parents and carers are invited to take part in a 

Y6 reading lesson with the staff and pupils. Prepare to be wowed by how hard they 

work and how amazing they are; you may even see emojis, hashtags and 

impression-evidence (it will make sense next week!) We encourage you to join us 

for the session as it will provide fantastic insight into your child’s learning in school. 

 

Y2 FAMILY LEARNING 

Next Thursday afternoon, Y2 parents and carers are invited to attend a reading themed family learning session from 

2.15pm in the school hall. The session will provide you with resources and support to help your child at home with 

their reading. We encourage you to attend if you can and know your child would be delighted if you joined them in the 

lesson!  

 

YR FAMILY LEARNING 

Our school hall will be busy next week as we also have a family learning session for our Reception parents and carers 

on Friday afternoon from 2.15pm. The session will provide you with extremely important information on your children’s 

early reading. You will be able to observe and learn how they are developing their reading skills and how you can 

support them at home. We encourage you to attend and know your children would love to see you there in their big 

school! 

 

EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGES 

We’re looking forward to celebrating European Day of Languages as a whole school next Tuesday. We have some 

brilliant events and activities planned to learn more about our continent, its diversity and its uniqueness. Thank you in 

advance to the parents and carers who will be visiting to share all about their home countries – it will be so insightful 

and exciting for the children!  

 

MONEY MINDS 

A big thank you – again! – to Louise and Natasha who joined us from Yorkshire Building Society to deliver workshops 

on keeping money safe. The children thoroughly enjoyed the sessions and learned lots about saving, interest and why 

it’s so important to make good money choices. 

 

PE  

The table below details the PE for children across the school. Information was sent out this week regarding the 

changes to PE sessions as they may now be required to be in PE kit for two days. Children should attend school 

wearing their PE kit on their allocated days, which must consist of a white t-shirt, black shorts our sports trousers and 

black trainers. Details and pictures of the appropriate kit can be found on our school website. Please be aware that 

children are not permitted to wear football kits or branded clothing. We have a limited amount of spare kit in school 

and children will be asked to change into this prior to their PE session where necessary. Please note, Y4 will still be 

attending swimming on Mondays and therefore should have appropriate swimming kit on this day. 

 

PE  

Don’t hide your light! Let it shine for all; let your good deeds glow for 

all to see, so that they will praise your heavenly Father. – Matthew 5:16 
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YN Y1 Y1 Y5 Y2  

YR  

YR 

Y4  

Y6 

 

Y3 Y5 Y2 

Y6 Y3 

  

 

INVEST IN PLAY COURSE  

Please see the attached flyer for information about our next parenting support programme that will commence on 

Thursday 28th September. We really encourage any parents who are interested to sign up to this free, fun and 

informative course. It is all about learning ways to develop strong relationships with your children and develop strong, 

fair boundaries to enable your child to thrive. 

 

 

WHATEVER THE WEATHER 

At this time of year, it’s often hard to tell in the early morning how the weather will pan out throughout the day. 

Therefore, can we ask that children arrive to school with a coat just in case a sunny morning turns into a rainy 

lunchtime. It is so important that children have the opportunity to get fresh air – it’s good for their wellbeing and helps 

them with their learning too!  

 

READING 5 TIMES 

We simply LOVE reading at SMST and we know how important it is to foster this love for reading in our children. Our 

school rule on reading at home is that children must read 5 times each week. Those that do get 5 dojos and an extra 

playtime - not to mention the fact that their brains get BIGGER and more filled with wonder. It’s a win-win! We thank 

you in advance for your support in this and ask that a record of each time your child reads is noted in their reading 

diary as opposed to one comment per week.  

 

CLASS DOJOS 

Your child may have told you all about Class Dojos – if they haven’t, make sure to ask! At our school, children can 

receive dojos for being Ready, Resilient or Respectful... and for reading 5 times too! For each milestone, the children 

may receive a certificate or a prize and all the dojos contribute to their House Team totals too. We love to celebrate 

their successes, their efforts and their kindness too. 

 

TEARDROPS POSTER COMPETITION 

We know we have some fantastic artists and designers in our school. Take a look at the letter from Teardops 

Community Support. They are looking for a child-designed poster to advertise their Christmas Hamper appeal. 

Wouldn’t it be great if a child from SMST designed the poster for the whole town?  

 

PANTO SEASON 

Dare we say it? The festive season isn’t too far away. Some people will have cheered; some people will have 

groaned! A message has been sent out via Arbor today with details of when and how to book. Make sure you book 

your child’s place. 

 

ARBOR 

Can we please urge parents to log onto Arbor and check the following:  

*all your child's details are correct (address, phone numbers, doctors' details etc)  

*the list of people who are able to collect your child (you are able to add more to the list or delete people from the list. 

*the consents for your child and update accordingly. 

 

WRAPAROUND LATE FEES 

Please could we remind families that our after-school wraparound care runs until 5.30pm. If a child is not collected by 

this time, we have to implement a late fee as this service is run by our school staff. The late fee for collection is £1 per 

minute late.  
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FAMILY OF 
FAITH 

Our Christian value focus this 
half term is… 

 

Perseverance 
 
 
Our school bible verse of the 

week is… 
 

James 1:12 
 

“Let us not become 
weary in doing good, for 

at the proper time we 
will reap a harvest if we 

do not give up.” 

 

St Thomas Church 
 Peter Street, St Helens, WA10 2EB 

01744 732463 / stthomaseccleston@gmail.com 
 

Sunday Services 
Parish Mass: 9.30am – 10.30am 

Evening prayer: 6.30pm 
 

“Seeking to love God and neighbour in the community 
of which we are part.” 

 
 

A reflection from… Mrs Fiendley 
 

This week’s bible verse is a real challenge for us all. 
 

Doing good is not always the easiest option and there 
are moments we find ourselves in when we have a split-

second decision to make.  
 

Do we choose the righteous path or do we choose the 
path of least resistance? Do we choose kindness or do 

we follow our emotions?  
 

Those who follow in the footsteps of Jesus, taking his 
example as their guide, will experience the fruits of the 

spirit. That to me is perseverance. 
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St Mary and St Thomas in collaboration with St Helens council are offering a brand new, exciting course for 
parents. The course focusses on developing boundaries and routines through the medium of…play! It is 

innovative, accessible and completely free of charge. The course aims to strengthen your bond with your child, 
promotes healthy relationships and provides you with practical strategies to manage behaviour.  

This course offers the building blocks for secure attachment, parental confidence and happier home. The course 
is available to any of our families. 

The course runs for 11 weeks (term time only) and in held at St Thomas’s Church  
Thursdays 9:30am-11:30am, tea and coffee provided. 

If you would like to attend, please give your name to the front office and you will be contacted. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Invest in play (iip) is an international not-for-profit organisation with a mission to support children and their 
caregivers using practical and compassionate strategies which have been proven to work over many decades. 

We have co-created our programmes with local communities to provide the most current and culturally 
appropriate, research-based interventions to support parents and other caregivers around the world. We are an 

international team of psychologists who have been working with children and families for over 25 years. 
The study compared measurements before and after the intervention from 4 invest in play (iiP) groups. The 

outcomes were compared to control and intervention groups derived from a meta-analysis of 14 trials of a well-
established evidence-based behavioural parent training programme. 

The results show that: 
iiP effectively reduced child behaviour problems with effects comparable to the well-established intervention. 

iiP effectively reduced parenting stress with considerably larger effects compared to the well-established 
intervention. 

Parents in the iiP groups were more satisfied with the programme materials. 
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Well done to the following children, who have won the Headteacher’s Award 
this week! 

 
     
  

Year  Head Teacher’s Award    

N  Olasimide For being really kind and helpful 

R  Mia For always being kind and thoughtful 

1  Poppie For working hard in ALL lessons 

2  Alicia Stott For superb writing! 

3  Harry Spark For always putting his hand up in lessons 

4  Terence For amazing Homework 

5  Iris French Resilience with her maths 

6  Kaitlin Davies For a consistent week of effort and positive behaviour 

   
Year  Lunchtime Award  
R  Leo 

1  Toby 

2  Arlo 

3  Ziggy 

4  Lefteri (Eleftherios) 

5  Callie 

6  Autumn 

  
  

  
Year  Attendance this week  ATTENDANCE AWARD  

R  93.0% Whole school attendance this week was 96.4%   
Well done to Year 4 with 98.7%, they have won the 

class attendance award this week!  
Well done everyone!  

1  95.4% 

2  98.6% 

3  97.2% 

4  98.7% 

5  97.7%  
6  97.3%  

  
 

  
  

  
  
 


