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‘Are you really reading?’ SHINE Reading Project  

We are very lucky to be part of a reading project called ‘Are you really reading?’. The project is part of a bid that has 

been awarded by a charity called Shine who work with teachers and schools in the North, developing innovative 

programmes that support the most disadvantaged young people. The project is aimed as a transitional reading project 

that helps primary pupils transitions into secondary- we have found the project to have such an impact that we are 

now using the approaches in Y1-6. We were so pleased this week to welcome some staff from Shine so that they 

could see the project in action first-hand. They were very complementary of what they saw and thought our children 

(and staff!) were superstars! Have a look at Twitter to see some of the lessons that our visitors watched.  

 

Children’s Mental Health Week  

This week I have spoken to the children in assembly about the importance of looking after our mental health. We 

discussed our support balloons and the children reflected who they had in their support balloons- people they can turn 

to when they need help and support. It was pleasing to note how many balloons included staff from school. We also 

discussed the different ways that we can promote a healthy mind- some ideas included: drawing, singing, having 

hobbies such as swimming, squash, and dancing, exploring and getting out into nature, spending time with friends and 

family. It was great for children to think about ways to look after not just their physical health but their hearts and 

minds too.  

Have a look below at how Y1 have been promoting mental health and wellbeing.  

Y1 have spent some of children’s mental health week strengthening their relationships with their friends and working 

in groups to help develop their networks. The class split off into small groups to work together on a collaborative 

painting. They developed their speaking and listening skills alongside their teamwork skills to create beautiful pictures 

of forests for their reading area. What fantastic work!  

 

  
 

 

 

Don’t hide your light! Let it shine for all; let your good deeds glow for all to see, so 

that they will praise your heavenly Father. – Matthew 5:16 

p 
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Safer Internet Day  

This week we have celebrated Safer Internet Day and discussed the different ways we need to stay safe online. 

Please spend some time talking to your child about their internet usage and the dangers online. There are several 

helpful websites you can turn to for some more advice and information. Please find them below: 

 

Information, Advice and Support to Keep Children Safe Online (internetmatters.org) 

Keeping children safe online | NSPCC 

What is Online Safety? | National Online Safety 

 

There have been some reports about some issues linked to Roblox with one of our classes. Please click on the link 

below for our parents’ safety guide for Roblox- it covers some important messages and how to use the report button.   

 

Is Roblox safe for children - see parent's guide | Internet Matters 

 

Brass  

A group of children from Y5 & Y6 were selected to attend a workshop with other schools across the borough at St 

Helens Town Hall where they performed music learned in their weekly brass sessions along with other children who 

the music service work with.  

Mrs Skrzypczak, our music tutor, said this about the children who took part: ‘Just wanted to send a quick email to say 

what a wonderful morning we had with the brass students who took part in the Brass Bands England workshop. They 

all behaved impeccably and clearly really enjoyed themselves!’  

The music service will be putting together a short film after half term which will showcase what they did in the 
workshop. We will keep you posted. 
  
Homework Competitions  

I would like to say a huge well done to all pupils for their efforts in the reading and TT rockstars competitions- we have 

seen a huge increase in the usage of our online platforms which has been great to see. There are some classes and 

individuals that have really gone that extra mile. Please see below for the list of winners from each class- they will be 

rewarded for their efforts.  

 

TT Rockstars Winners  

Class with the highest usage (most minutes) Y6 

Class with most correct answers  Y4 

Year 6 Amelia J 

Year 5 Riley G 

Year 4  Daisey Blyth  

Year 3 Sonny Blyth  

 

We are still adding up the reading minutes to find the winner so will post these after half-term!  

 

Competitions will continue after half-term.  

 

Uniform  

This half-term there have been several occasions when children have come into school wearing incorrect uniform 

such as an incorrect jumpers, brightly coloured bobbles and clips and white trainers. Please ensure your child is 

wearing the correct school uniform.  

 

School Streets Survey 

You will have received an email this week regarding a parent/carer survey regarding the current road closures around 

school. Please could we ask that you complete this survey via the link in the email before the end of the month. The 

https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/wakeupwednesday/what-is-online-safety
https://www.internetmatters.org/hub/esafety-news/parents-guide-to-roblox-and-how-your-kids-can-play-it-safely/
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temporary road closure has ensured that we can keep all our families safe during drop off and collection time, so if you 

wish for the current closures to remain in place, please engage with this survey. Thank you in advance.  

 

Valentines Disco  

We had an amazing time at the disco this week! It was lovely for the children to spend time together, have fun and 

burning off some energy. The children always enjoy a game of musical bumps and their juice and biscuits. A huge 

thank you to DJ Lacey and everyone who helped out.  

 

Arbor App 

Just a reminder, we are now communicating with parents and carers via in-app messaging on the Arbor app. You will 

no longer receive text messages. Here’s a helpful link that gives you a little more information:  

https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/360020008077-In-app-messages-in-the-Parent-Portal-and-

Arbor-App  

 

School Lottery  

A reminder that we run a school lottery and you can sign up using the information in the leaflet attached. It costs £1 

per ticket, per draw. The more tickets we sell, the bigger the prize pot is. There is also a weekly, national prize pot of 

£25,000. If you buy a ticket, 40% of the ticket fee goes to school.  

 

First Steps  

First Steps is held at St Thomas’ Church every Tuesday from 1:30pm-2:30pm. Please do share the below flyer with 

any families who have young children. 

 

Barton Close  

A reminder to all parents for dropping off and picking up time, Barton Close is closed to traffic. This is to keep children 

safe as Barton Close becomes very congested and is a danger to our pupils. The only exception to this is residents, 

school visitors and blue badge holders.  

 
Toast  
Toast is available each morning at the main entrance and at the KS2 yard once the children have come into school. 
Toast is 20p per slice.  
 
Breakfast Club and Wraparound  
If you wish for your child to attend Breakfast Club (£1.60 per child, per session) or Wraparound (£5 per child, per 
session) please pay in advance on Arbor.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/360020008077-In-app-messages-in-the-Parent-Portal-and-Arbor-App
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/360020008077-In-app-messages-in-the-Parent-Portal-and-Arbor-App
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Celebrating success out of school  

Elora, in Y6, is a keen swimmer. She qualified for 

the County Championships and last Sunday she 

completed her big race.  

 

Elora did so well, there was a nail-biting finish, and 

she achieved a personal best time. This has now 

meant that has now qualified her for the Regional 

Champs.  

 

Elora what a great achievement! We look forward to 

hearing about the Regional Champs!  

 
 
 
 
 

Tayla in Y6 and Nicole in Y5 performed in 

Cinderella at The Capstone Theatre in Liverpool 

last weekend. They showcased 6 different dances 

with 6 costume changes and performed alongside 

11 other children and talented professionals. All 

their hard work of weekly rehearsals paid off and 

they absolutely nailed each performance and 

thoroughly enjoyed themselves and made friends 

and family who came to watch them super proud. 

 

  



   

 

Believe in ourselves, each other and God; Achieve in all we do; Shine every day! 

Compassion, Joy, Thankfulness, Forgiveness, Hope, Perseverance 

Barton Close, WA10 2HS Tel 01744 734320 Email stmarythomas@three-saints.org.uk  

Web www.sm-st.co.uk 

Dates for the diary  
       

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday 23rd February School Photos (Individuals)  

Monday 28th February N/R Stay and Play. Details will be provided nearer the time.  

Tuesday 1st March 

Wednesday 2nd March Y2 Family Worship 9:10am in the school hall. No latecomers allowed.  

Y5 Family Worship 9:30am at St Thomas’ Church.  Parents and carers will be able to 

attend St Thomas’ Church. 

Thursday 3rd March Y4 Parent Insight 9:10am in the school hall. No latecomers allowed. 

Y5 Family Learning. 2:15pm in the school hall. No latecomers allowed. 

Friday 4th March World Book Day.  Details will be provided nearer the time. 

W/C Monday 7th March Assessment Week  

Friday 11th March Y2 Imagining History Workshop (in-school)  

Wednesday 16th March Y1 Family Worship 9:10am in the school hall. No latecomers allowed 

Parent Forum 4:30pm 

Thursday 17th March Y3 Parent Insight 9:10am in the school hall. No latecomers allowed. 

Monday 21st March N/R Parent Meetings 

Friday 25th March Y4 School Sleepover. More details to be posted nearer the time.  

Monday 28th March Y3/4 Parent Meetings 

Tuesday 29th March Y5/6 Parent Meetings 

Wednesday 30th March Easter Bingo.  More details to be posted nearer the time. 

Thursday 31st March Y1/2 Parent Meetings 

Friday 1st April Y4 Church Worship 9:30am at St Thomas’ Church.  Parents and carers will be able to 

attend St Thomas’ Church. 
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FAMILY OF 
FAITH 

Our Christian value focus this 
half term is… 

 

Thankfulness 
 
 
Our school bible verse of the 

week is… 
 

Therefore, as you received 
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk 
in him, rooted and built up in 
him and established in the 

faith, just as you were taught, 
abounding in thanksgiving. 

 

Colossians 2:6-7 
 

St Thomas Church 
 Peter Street, St Helens, WA10 2EB 

01744 732463 / stthomaseccleston@gmail.com 
 

Sunday Services 
Parish Mass: 9.30am – 10.30am 

Evening prayer: 6.30pm 
 

“Seeking to love God and neighbour in the community 
of which we are part.” 

 
 

A moment of reflection from … Euan Y2  
 

We should be thankful for our teachers and adults in our 
school as they help us to do our work. 

 
We should be thankful for our friends as they play with 

us and help us when we need it.  
 

I am thankful for my parents who look after me.  
 

I am thankful for God and Jesus.  
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First Steps 
 

Under 5s Toddler Group held 

at St Thomas’ Church, Peter 

Street, WA10 2EB. 

 

Tuesdays at  

1:30pm -2:30pm 

The sessions are every 

Tuesday during term time. 

 

 

Admission is free. 

Join us for a fun filled 

afternoon of play, toys, 

refreshments, songs and 

stories.  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Please contact Miss Wright, at St Mary and St Thomas CE Primary School for more 

information on: 
01744 734320 or email stmarythomas@three-saints.org.uk 
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Well done to the following children, who have won the Headteacher’s Award 
this week! 

 

Year Head Teacher’s Award  

N Wynter For being a music superstar with the musical 

instruments. 

R Lucas Excellent counting in maths! 

1 Cameron Really great computing work. 

2 Isabella For being creative and courageous 

3 Alicia Fantastic attitude to learning this week. 

4 Sophie - Louise Super Comprehension skills 

5 Mollie Brilliant camera in creating her video 

6 Freddy A fantastic attitude to learning and hard work. 

  
Year Lunchtime Award 

R  Lucas 

1 Summer 

2 Tim 

3 Imogen 

4 Maryam S 

5 Alfie L 

6 Jayden 

 
Year Attendance this week  

R 97.9% ATTENDANCE AWARD 

Whole school attendance this week was 92.8% 

Well done to Year 1 with 96.1% and 

 Years 6 with 98.6%. They have won the class 

attendance awards this week! 

Well done everyone 

1 94.3% 

2 98.1% 

3 95.3% 

4 87.7% 

5 95.9% 

6 95.5% 

 

 

 

 


