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St Mary and St Thomas CE Primary School Newsletter 
 

w/b: 10th January 2022 
 

Happy New Year!  

It has, of course, been so lovely to welcome back all our children after the Christmas break. We hope all our families 

had a peaceful and blessed Christmas time together. There are many things we are looking forward to as a school 

family in 2022 and we thank you for your ongoing support. 

 

Family Learning 

We have made the decision to move all our family learning sessions for Spring 1 online. The dates will remain the 

same and can be found in our diary dates table below. You will be emailed a link to join the session prior to the date 

and should you need any support with, please do speak to your child’s class teacher beforehand. Thank you to the Y6 

parents and carers that joined us for the first session this week led by Miss Richardson. As always, your involvement 

and support is very much appreciated.  

 

Christian Values 

In the Autumn term, we dedicated a lot of time reviewing our school mission statement and Christian values. We also 

wanted a bible verse which best represents our school mission statement. We consulted with staff, parents, children, 

and our school committee to review them and ensure they reflected who we are as a family of faith. After careful 

thought, much discussion and reverent reflection, we are now excited to share with you the changes we have made!  

 

Our mission statement has remained the same, all stakeholders agreed that our mission statement is so embedded 

and remains relevant for us. It can be found below: 

 

‘Believe in ourselves, each other and God, Achieve in all we do; Shine everyday!’ 

 

We have made some changes to our Christian values, our new ones can be found below: 

• Compassion 

• Joy 

• Thankfulness 

• Forgiveness 

• Hope 

• Perseverance 

We will be focussing on one each term, reading scripture that teaches us how to embody each value and seeking acts 

of service that will personify them.  

 

Please find our school bible verse below: 

 

Don’t hide your light! Let it shine for all; let your good deeds glow for all to see, so that they will 

praise your heavenly Father. – Matthew 5:16 
 

Each week our bible verse will feature at the top of our newsletter. Our bible verse is taken from the gospel of Matthew 

(5:16), which is a verse that we believe encapsulates our vision and heart as a school. We truly want our children to 

shine, we do nnot want our children to hide their light, whilst always remembering that as we shine, all glory goes to 

God, our father in heaven.  

 

Homework Update 

You should have received a letter via email this week regarding your child’s homework following our survey and 

review of arrangements last term. Thank you again to all those who were involved in this review process – it was 

fantastic to work together collaboratively to ensure our approach to homework is effective, manageable, and 

Don’t hide your light! Let it shine for all; let your good deeds glow for 

all to see, so that they will praise your heavenly Father. – Matthew 5:16 
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sustainable. We are very excited to be launching the reading competition soon which will be for both online reading 

and reading books too, so keep your eyes peeled for the details!  

 

Arbor App 

Just a reminder, we are now communicating with parents and carers via in-app messaging on the Arbor app. You will 

no longer receive text messages. Here’s a helpful link that gives you a little more information:  

https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/360020008077-In-app-messages-in-the-Parent-Portal-and-

Arbor-App  

 

School Lottery  

A reminder that we run a school lottery and you can sign up using the information in the leaflet attached. It costs £1 

per ticket, per draw. The more tickets we sell, the bigger the prize pot is. There is also a weekly, national prize pot of 

£25,000. If you buy a ticket, 40% of the ticket fee goes to school.  

 

First Steps  

First Steps is held at St Thomas’ Church every Tuesday from 1:30pm-2:30pm. Please do share the below flyer with 

any families who have young children. 

 

Barton Close  

A reminder to all parents for dropping off and picking up time, Barton Close is closed to traffic. This is to keep children 

safe as Barton Close becomes very congested and is a danger to our pupils. The only exception to this is residents, 

school visitors and blue badge holders.  

 
Toast  
Toast is available each morning at the main entrance and at the KS2 yard once the children have come into school. 
Toast is 20p per slice.  
 
Breakfast Club and Wraparound  
If you wish for your child to attend Breakfast Club (£1.60 per child, per session) or Wraparound (£5 per child, per 
session) please pay in advance on Arbor.  
  

https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/360020008077-In-app-messages-in-the-Parent-Portal-and-Arbor-App
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/360020008077-In-app-messages-in-the-Parent-Portal-and-Arbor-App
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Dates for the diary  
       

 

 

 

 

Here is a list of planned activities for the half-term ahead. They are subject to change dependent on government 

guidance due to COVID-19.  

Wednesday 19th January Y4 Family Worship 9am: This will be recorded and a link will be sent out to 

parents and carers 

Thursday 20th January Y2 Family Learning 2:15pm:  Now online via Zoom. 

Thursday 27th January Y1 Family Learning 2:15pm:  Now online via Zoom. 

Wednesday 2nd February Y3 Family Worship 9am:  Now online via Zoom. 

Wednesday 9th February Valentine’s Disco. More details will be published nearer the time.  

Friday 11th February Y5 Church Worship 9:30am at St Thomas’ Church.  All who attend will be asked to 

wear a mask unless medically exempt and to do a lateral flow test before they attend.  

Children will break up at normal school time.  

We will await further guidance and assess the landscape before planning for the activities after half-term but here is 

what is planned: 

Wednesday 23rd February School Photos (Individuals)  

Monday 28th February N/R Stay and Play. Details will be provided nearer the time.  

Tuesday 1st March 

Wednesday 2nd March Y2 Family Worship  

Thursday 3rd March Y4 Parent Insight 

Y5 Family Learning  

Friday 4th March World Book Day.  Details will be provided nearer the time. 

W/C Monday 7th March Assessment Week  

Friday 11th March Y2 Imagining History Workshop (in-school)  

Wednesday 16th March Y1 Family Worship  

Parent Forum 

Thursday 17th March Y3 Parent Insight 

Monday 21st March N/R Parent Meetings 

Friday 25th March Y4 School Sleepover  

Monday 28th March Y3/4 Parent Meetings 

Tuesday 29th March Y5/6 Parent Meetings 

Wednesday 30th March Easter Bingo 

Thursday 31st March Y1/2 Parent Meetings 

Friday 1st April Y4 Church Worship 
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FAMILY OF 
FAITH 

Our Christian value focus this 
half term is… 

 

Thankfulness 
 
 
Our school bible verse of the 

week is… 
 

Psalm 7:17 
 

“Oh, how grateful and 
thankful I am to the Lord 
because he is so good. I 

will sing praise to the name 
of the Lord who is above 

all lords.” 

St Thomas Church 
 Peter Street, St Helens, WA10 2EB 

01744 732463 / stthomaseccleston@gmail.com 
 

Sunday Services 
Parish Mass: 9.30am – 10.30am 

Evening prayer: 6.30pm 
 

“Seeking to love God and neighbour in the community 
of which we are part.” 

 
 

A moment of reflection from … Mrs Parry 
 

Life can be very busy. And in the busyness, I know I can 
sometimes forget to pause and be thankful. Thankful for 

the blessings, great and small. 
 

Each day is a gift from God and there truly is always 
something to be thankful for. The bible teaches us to 
‘give thanks in all circumstances’, which, although not 

always easy, is something we can choose to do to draw 
closer to God and experience true peace. 

 
And when I do pause, I often reflect on how thankful I 
am that I have the blessing of working with absolutely 
wonderful children at SMST each day. They make me 

laugh, help me reflect and fill my days with pure joy just 
by simply being who they are.  
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Class Spotlight 
Y2 

We’ve had a fantastic first week of 2022 in Y2!  
 

In our English lessons, we began our topic on Traditional Tales and this week 

has been all about Little Red Riding Hood…who some know as ‘Brenda’. If 

you don’t know why, you should ask a Y2 child… 
 

A big highlight of our week was beginning our new D&T topic. This term, we 

are designing and creating Superhero Capes! How cool is that? We began by 

creating mood boards to inspire our creations and form the basis of our 

project. We talked all about what superpower we would love to have and 

which superheroes we love: Euan couldn’t choose between super speed and 

invisibility for his super power; Noah loves Spiderman and does a brilliant 

impression of his favourite superhero; Evie would love to have ice powers like 

Elsa! 

 

Roll on week 2 of 2022 in Y2…that’s a lot of 2s! Class Spotlight 
Y3 

Y3 have had a great first week back and have been so busy! 

In Music, we began learning our new song ‘Three Little birds’ 

by Bob Marley. The children loved learning about his life and 

listening to his music. This song has been stuck in our heads 

all week! 

The children have also enjoyed starting our new book in 

English: The Iron Man by Ted Hughes. They have begun 

writing some lovely setting descriptions of the coast as The 

Iron Man looks over the cliff.. before he falls off! They are 

very excited to continue reading and find out what happens 

to him. 
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First Steps 
 

Under 5s Toddler Group held 

at St Thomas’ Church, Peter 

Street, WA10 2EB. 

 

Tuesdays at  

1:30pm -2:30pm 

The sessions are every 

Tuesday during term time. 

 

 

Admission is free. 

Join us for a fun filled 

afternoon of play, toys, 

refreshments, songs and 

stories.  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Please contact Miss Wright, at St Mary and St Thomas CE Primary School for more 

information on: 
01744 734320 or email stmarythomas@three-saints.org.uk 
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Well done to the following children, who have won the Headteacher’s Award 

this week! 
 

Year Head Teacher’s Award  

N Sophie A fantastic first full week in Nursery. 

R Anthony Great work on number bonds to 5. 

1 Leighton Working very hard in Maths this week 

2 Lucy  Fantastic reading 

3 Logan Fantastic participation in lessons. 

4 Viet-Anh Super effort in class this week. 

5 Kayden Excellent effort with his writing 

6 Joshua Lee A fantastic effort in all subjects. 

  
Year Lunchtime Award 

R Maddison 

1 Leighton 

2 DJ 

3 Alicia 

4 Jay 

5 Harley 

6 Orren 

 
Year Attendance this week  

R 89.7% ATTENDANCE AWARD 

Whole school attendance the week before  

breaking up for Christmas 94.0% 

Well done to Year 2 with 94.3% and 

 Years 4 with 100%. They have won the class 

attendance awards this week! 

Well done everyone! 

 

1 91.9% 

2 94.3% 

3 88.3% 

4 100% 

5 95.9% 

6 98.9% 

 

 

 


