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w/b: 20th December 2021 

 

Christmas break and arrangements for return to school  

We hope all our families have a restful Christmas break and can safely enjoy the festivities. The spring term will 

commence on Monday 10th January unless there are any changes in guidelines or a government announcement that 

causes us to make changes to this. Families are reminded that we are now making contact via the Arbor in-app 

messaging system, and therefore we encourage you to turn on alerts within your Arbor app and check frequently in 

case there are any updates that we need to communicate with you over the Christmas break. We also encourage 

families to make use of the free lateral flow tests prior to the return to school to help us keep everyone as safe as 

possible. Thank you for all your support this autumn term – it’s been a busy one and the children have worked so 

hard. We also know all our families will join us in thanking our incredible staff team here at SMST who work tirelessly 

to support and nurture all of our children. We look forward to seeing you all in the new year! 

 

Christmas Enterprise  

The children had a very creative and crafty week preparing all the lovely items for Enterprise. Thank you to all the 

families who purchased products – the pupils had such fun!  

 

KS1 Nativity and EYFS Carols around the Christmas tree 

Thank you to all the families that joined us for the outdoor singing concerts. It was lovely to see the children’s smiling 

faces and they really enjoyed performing to an audience, which was the first time many of the children have ever done 

this! We also hope all our families enjoyed the KS1 Nativity film starring our children – they made us so proud!  

 

Holiday Activities and Food Programme 

The HAF programme is primarily for children aged 5-16 years who are eligible for and receiving benefits-related free 

school meals (FSM), and their families. The free Holiday Activities & Food programme was a huge success in 

summer, providing healthy food and enriching activities for children eligible for benefits related free school meals. The 

aim of the HAF programme is to support children to eat more healthily, be more active over the school holidays and 

have a greater knowledge of health and nutrition as well as be more engaged with school and other local services. To 

access the programme this Christmas, simply book a place through one of the listed providers via the link: 

https://www.sthelens.gov.uk/schools-education/early-years/holiday-activities-food-programme/  

 

Be a Wild World Hero this Winter!  

This year, The Reading Agency teamed up with WWF UK for the Wild World Heroes Summer Reading Challenge - 

exploring nature and action for the environment through reading. Now the Heroes are back to help with the Winter 

Mini Challenge! Join the Wild World Heroes as they embark on an Arctic adventure to find out about the creatures that 

live there. You will find out about the environmental issues facing this remote place and might even spot a narwhal or 

two. Taking part in the Winter Mini Challenge is simple. Children can read at least three books between 1 December 

and 16 January and add them to their online profile at www.wintermini.org.uk to unlock the special virtual badge and 

certificate. They will be able to find other fun activities on the website too, including games, book reviews, and author 

content. 

 

St Thomas’ Christmas Services 

Father Harry has shared with us the details of this year’s Christmas services at St Thomas’ Church. All families are 

warmly welcomed to attend. 

Christmas Eve: 08:30pm Mass  

Christmas Day: Parish Mass 09:30am 

Boxing Day: Parish Mass 09:30am 

Sunday 1st Jan 2023: Parish Mass 09:30am 

 

 

 

https://www.sthelens.gov.uk/schools-education/early-years/holiday-activities-food-programme/
http://www.wintermini.org.uk/
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Breakfast with Santa 

The children had a wonderful time at breakfast with Santa; it was such a beautiful occasion. If your child attended, you 

should have received your photograph of your child with Santa – we hope you like them!   

 

Elf Show 

The team from MD Creative joined us on Thursday and Friday to perform their Christmas Elf Show – what a blast! The 

children thoroughly enjoyed the show and they were a superb audience, interacting and cheering along. Thank you, 

MD Creative!  

 

Attendance Winners 

All the children who have had 100% attendance have received a selection box – well done everybody! We then picked 

two attendance winners from a hat to receive another prize so well done to... Kayden in Y5 and Katie in Y1!  

 

Work Portfolios 

At parent forum, we discussed how the changes that have been made to parent meetings mean that there isn’t ample 

opportunity for families to see some of the work the children have completed in their lessons. We have taking note of 

this and are making plans to share some work portfolios with families in the new year.  

 

Pupil Questionnaire 

Class teams have completed pupil questionnaires this term to collect pupil voice and build a picture of how the 

children are feeling in school. We are very pleased to share that the feedback from the questionnaire was 

overwhelmingly positive with most children citing that they feel safe in school and that they enjoy their learning 

experiences.  

 

Christmas Parties and Panto 

We were so disappointed that the theatre had to cancel the pantomime on Monday for KS2, however, the children still 

had a brilliant day of fun and merriment! Mr Hodkinson led some amazing Christmas games such as Snowman 

Cones, Christmas Corners, Pin the Nose on Rudolph and Christmas Tree Target! The children had their party lunch in 

class, played Christmas Bingo and even had a mini disco in their classes. R and KS1 children did thoroughly enjoy the 

panto on Tuesday- it was so lovely for them to be able to enjoy live theatre and afterwards they also enjoyed a party 

lunch and some Christmas games.  

 

Arbor App 

We have now transferred our messaging to the Arbor app. You will no longer receive text messages. Here’s a helpful 

link that gives you a little more information:  

https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/360020008077-In-app-messages-in-the-Parent-Portal-and-

Arbor-App  

 

School Lottery  

A reminder that we run a school lottery and you can sign up using the information in the leaflet attached. It costs £1 

per ticket, per draw. The more tickets we sell, the bigger the prize pot is. There is also a weekly, national prize pot of 

£25,000. If you buy a ticket, 40% of the ticket fee goes to school.  

 

Homework Survey 

Thank you again to all the parents and carers that responded to our homework survey. We are pleased to tell you that 

the feedback was largely positive and following discussion at our parent forum the following has been decided: 

Children and families are not obliged to complete an activity from the class project each week, this can be done 

intermittently to support their learning in a way that is fun but manageable for families. Engagement with online 

platforms is encouraged and will be the focus for spring term. If any families need any support with this, please speak 

to your child’s class teacher.  

 

 

 

https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/360020008077-In-app-messages-in-the-Parent-Portal-and-Arbor-App
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/360020008077-In-app-messages-in-the-Parent-Portal-and-Arbor-App
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School Website 

We have recently updated and redesigned our school website so that it is hopefully more accessible and easier to 

navigate. We will be reintroducing our dedicated COVID 19 page to the website as another way to communicate any 

changes or updates, and also to collate all reminders including the importance of good personal hygiene and 

remaining vigilant with this moving forward.  

 

Spring Term 2022 Clubs 

We have a short first half of the Spring term and therefore after-school clubs will begin from the very first week. Letters 

were sent out at the start of this week and if you have returned your form, your child will begin their new club week 

commencing 10th January.  

 

Barton Close  

A reminder to all parents for dropping off and picking up time, Barton Close is closed to traffic. This is to keep children 

safe as Barton Close becomes very congested and is a danger to our pupils. The only exception to this is residents, 

school visitors and blue badge holders.  

 
Toast  
Toast is available each morning at the main entrance and at the KS2 yard once the children have come into school. 
Toast is 20p per slice.  
 
Breakfast Club and Wraparound  
If you wish for your child to attend Breakfast Club (£1.60 per child, per session) or Wraparound (£5 per child, per 
session) please pay in advance on Arbor.  
 
Extra Bank Holiday 
You may be aware that the Queen will celebrate her Platinum Jubilee in 2022 which celebrates 70 years of service. 
The Queen ascended to the throne on the 6th February 1952 when Her Majesty was 25 years old. All schools have 
been given an extra bank holiday to celebrate. We will be taking our extra bank holiday on Monday 6th June so the 
children will return from their Whit holidays on Tuesday 7th June. 
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Dates for the diary  

Here is a list of planned activities for the half-term ahead. They may be subject to change depending upon further 

guidance that may come around COVID-19 restrictions.   

Thursday 13th January Y6 Family Learning 2:15pm in the school hall. All who attend will be asked to wear a 

mask unless medically exempt and to do a lateral flow test before they attend school.  

Wednesday 19th January Y4 Family Worship 9am in the school hall. All who attend will be asked to wear a mask 

unless medically exempt and to do a lateral flow test before they attend school. 

Thursday 20th January Y2 Family Learning 2:15pm in the school hall. All who attend will be asked to wear a 

mask unless medically exempt and to do a lateral flow test before they attend school. 

Thursday 27th January Y1 Family Learning 2:15pm in the school hall. All who attend will be asked to wear a 

mask unless medically exempt and to do a lateral flow test before they attend school. 

Wednesday 2nd February Y3 Family Worship 9am in the school hall. All who attend will be asked to wear a mask 

unless medically exempt and to do a lateral flow test before they attend school. 

Wednesday 9th February Valentine’s Disco. More details will be published nearer the time.  

Thursday 10th February Y4 Parent Insight 9am in the school hall. All who attend will be asked to wear a mask 

unless medically exempt and to do a lateral flow test before they attend school. 

Friday 11th February Y5 Church Worship 9:30am at St Thomas’ Church.  All who attend will be asked to 

wear a mask unless medically exempt and to do a lateral flow test before they attend.  

Children will break up at normal school time.  

We will await further guidance and assess the landscape before planning for the activities after half-term but here is 

what is planned. 

Wednesday 23rd February School Photos (Individuals)  

Monday 28th February N/R Stay and Play. Details will be provided nearer the time.  

Tuesday 1st March 

Wednesday 2nd March Y2 Family Worship  

Thursday 3rd March Y5 Family Learning  

Friday 4th March World Book Day.  Details will be provided nearer the time. 

W/C Monday 7th March Assessment Week  

Friday 11th March Y2 Imagining History Workshop (in-school)  

Wednesday 16th March Y1 Family Worship  

Parent Forum 

Thursday 17th March Y3 Parent Insight 

Monday 21st March N/R Parent Meetings 

Friday 25th March Y4 School Sleepover  

Monday 28th March Y3/4 Parent Meetings 

Tuesday 29th March Y5/6 Parent Meetings 
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Wednesday 30th March Easter Bingo 

Thursday 31st March Y1/2 Parent Meetings 

Friday 1st April Y4 Church Worship 
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FAMILY OF 
FAITH 

Our Christian value focus this 
half term is… 

 

Hope 
 
 
Our school bible verse of the 

week is… 
 

Psalm 18:2 
 

“The Lord is my rock, my 
fortress, and my saviour; 

    my God is my rock, in whom 
I find protection. 

He is my shield, the power that 
saves me, 

    and my place of safety.” 

St Thomas Church 
 Peter Street, St Helens, WA10 2EB 

01744 732463 / stthomaseccleston@gmail.com 
 

Sunday Services 
Parish Mass: 9.30am – 10.30am 

Evening prayer: 6.30pm 
 

“Seeking to love God and neighbour in the community 
of which we are part.” 

 

A moment of reflection from … Mrs Lewis  
 

As we approach the end of another calendar year, I am filled 
with thankfulness and a renewed hope.  

 
I am thankful for our families here are St Mary and St Thomas: 
the resilience you have all shown, the strength in hard times. 

 
I am thankful for our superb staff team here: their unwavering 

dedication, their positivity in such challenging times. 
 

And, of course, I am thankful for our children: they are brave, 
they are kind, and they make me so proud to lead this school. 

 
We truly are a family. A family of faith.   

 
Here’s to hope as we begin 2022 with reverence and faith, 

placing our hope in God for another year.  
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Half-term Highlights 

School Council 

The School Council have been hard at work this half 

term and they had the very important job of 

decorating our school hall for Christmas, including 

the nativity scene that was put together as part of a 

whole-school virtual worship. They’ve distributed 

selection boxes, made Christmas cards for people 

who may be lonely this Christmas and made plans 

for prizes for online platform engagement.  They 

also conducted a school survey to develop ideas for 

the outdoor spaces in a bid to ensure our children 

can enjoy their playtimes to the full! 

Homework Projects 

We’ve loved seeing lots of photos, videos and craft projects this half-term of the work children have 

completed at home. We hope families have enjoyed engaging in this new-style of homework and 

thank you for the time and commitment. 

Coming next term… Eco-Council 

We can’t wait to see what our newly appointed Eco-council get up to next half-term. Children have 

been selected, an opening meeting has been held and now we’re all eager to see what the new year 

brings for our environmentally friendly team… 
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First Steps 
 

Under 5s Toddler Group held 

at St Thomas’ Church, Peter 

Street, WA10 2EB. 

 

Tuesdays at  

1:30pm -2:30pm 

The sessions are every 

Tuesday during term time. 

 

 

Admission is free. 

Join us for a fun filled 

afternoon of play, toys, 

refreshments, songs and 

stories.  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Please contact Miss Wright, at St Mary and St Thomas CE Primary School for more 

information on: 
01744 734320 or email stmarythomas@three-saints.org.uk 
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Well done to the following children, who have won the Headteacher’s Award 

this week! 
 

 
Year Head Teacher’s Award  

N All of nursery  For fantastic singing at carols around the 

Christmas tree. 

R All of reception  Beautiful Christmas singing. 

1 Sofia Working hard in all areas.  

2 Emily Being kind and considerate. 

3 Nicole An excellent attitude towards her learning. 

4 Nevaeh Super effort in swimming. 

5 Katie Outstanding assistance during enterprise week. 

6 All of Y6 For their excellent behaviour and engagement on 

our trip to Liverpool. 

  
Year Lunchtime Award 

R Reggie 

1 Noah 

2 Gabriela 

3 Keagan 

4 Caitlin 

5 Baovy 

6 Lewis 

 
Year Attendance this week  

R 89.7% ATTENDANCE AWARD 

Whole school attendance this week was 94.0% 

Well done to Year 2 with 94.3% and 

 Years 4 with 100%. They have won the class 

attendance awards this week! 

Well done everyone! 

 

1 91.9% 

2 94.3% 

3 88.3% 

4 100% 

5 95.9% 

6 98.9% 

 


